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FOREWORD 
In an era when numerous human activities result in the destruction, pollution and 
degradation of the ecological environment, legislation aimed at controlling and regulation of such 
activities play an important role in the preservation of the environment. 
With the launching of the industrial revolution, our civilisation entered an era of 
accelerated industrial development. This has led to the unimpeded exploitation of nature and ever 
increasing degradation of the environment. It is now obvious that if this state of affairs continue 
human civilization itself will head for a catastrophy of unforeseen dimensions. 
The world community headed by scientists is now seeking ways and means of guiding 
industrial development on a sustainable basis. The UNO and other global agencies are initiating 
various treaties for this purpose and invariably new laws and legislation to control and regulate 
the social development would be necessary to implement such a programme of sustainable 
development. 
It is our responsibility to create awareness of these treaties, laws and regulations among 
the people as much as the deepening environmental problems itself. This will to some extent 
infuse confidence in people that with their co-operation some ill-effects of environmental 
pollution could be alleviated. 
This Index to Environmental Legislations in Sri Lanka lists a collection of laws 
regulations and guidelines for the preservation of living environment in our country. 
It is hoped that this publication would be of some use to decision-makers and other 
environmental activists to initiate necessary action to prevent further environmental damage in 
our country. 
I thank the Senior Librarian of the Authority for compiling this Index to Environ­
mental Legislations in Sri Lanka with the assistance of the Deputy Director (Legal) and the 
library staff. 
February 1995 
(fgjSfhoamJki 
V.U. Ratnayake 
B.Sc PhD(Wales) 
Director-General 
CENTRAL ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORITY 
C O N T E N T S 
Foreword 
Introduction 
Subject Index 
Index 
Summary 
Page 
i 
ii 
iii 
1 - 23 
24 - 36 
I N T ROD U C T I O N 
In response to a request by the UNEP -INFOTERRA/PAC, Nairobi, the Central 
Environmental Authority which is the National Focal Point of INFOTERRA in Sri Lanka 
compiled a collection of laws and regulations promulgated by the Government of Sri Lanka, 
pertaining to the protection of environment. 
The NFP of Sri Lanka in consideration of the need to facilitate the decision -makers and 
environment activists in their struggle for environment protection has also decided to publish 
an Index to this collection of environmental legislation in Sri Lanka. 
The Laws and Regulations in this Index to Environmental Legislation in Sri Lanka 
are listed under different subject areas with a summary of the regulations provided at the end of 
the Index. An act may also be listed under more than one heading. 
The Laws and regulations listed in this Index are available for reference at the National 
Environmental Information Centre(Library) of the Central Environmental Authority. 
Senior Librarian 
Central Environmental Authority 
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* The Legislative Enactments of Sri Lanka, Revised Edition, 1980. 
* * The Legislative Enactments of Sri Lanka, Supplement 1985. 
I LEGISLATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL NATURE 
A . Constitution 
The Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, certified on 31 st August 
1978-{E}-pn force] 
B. Political and administrative structure of the State 
Schedule under Government Notifications gazetted under no.823/15 of 19 August 1994-
{P}-[in force] 
C. Power of political and administrative bodies to generate national 
legislation 
See The Constitution of Sri Lanka, LA. Constitution 
(13th Amendment to the Constitution) 
D. Relations of hierarchy among legislative systems at each level 
See The Constitution of Sri Lanka, LA. Constitution 
E. Types of legal instruments that can be generated at each level and 
the hierarchy of their application. 
See The Constitution of Sri Lanka, LA. Constitution 
(13th Amendment to the Constitution) 
F. Integration of international treaties and agreements into national 
legislation. 
See Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,Chap.XX.p.l01 
I I LEGISLATION DEALING WITH CROSS-SECTORAL ISSUES 
A . Framework/comprehensive environmental legislation 
National Environment Act, No. 47 of 1980(*Vol.XVII,Chap.554,p.279)-{E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment) Act No. 56 of 1988 
B. Integration of environment and development 
See Industrial Development Act,m.B. Use of natural resources of public domain 
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C. Environmental policy 
Environmental Sector Report-National Science and Technology Policy for Sri Lanka. 
Sessional paper No.V- l986.Vol.IV,34p.{P} 
D. Environmental planning and development 
See National Environment Act, II A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation. 
E. Natural resources management 
See National Heritage Wilderness Areas Act,VIII. A . Protected areas for sustainable 
management of faunal resources. 
F. Environmental impact assessment and audits 
The Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,Extraordinary. 
No.772/22, 1993-06-24-{P}-[in force] 
Handbook on Environmental Impact Assessment. Colombo: CEA,1987.85p.{P} 
See National Environmental Act,I I A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
See Coast Conservation Ac t ,X I A . Jurisdiction on the marine environment 
in the different maritime zones. 
See Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance, VII . A Flora: protection of species 
G. General preventive/corrective measures regarding environmental 
management. 
See National Environment Ac t ,H .A. Framework/comprehensive environmental 
1 egislation 
H. Natural disasters(emergency plan;public services e.g.civil defence 
office, armed forces,etc.) 
Flood Protection Ordinance,No.4 of 1924(*Vol.XI,chap.278,p.216)-{EHin force] 
- do- (Amendment)Act No. 22 of 1955 
See State Lands OrdinanceJV.A. Land tenure: regime of private domain, 
public domain, communal Iands,etc. 
I. High risk activities 
See Industrial Product Act ,XTV. A . Hazardous and solid wastes policy/management 
J . Scientific and technological research 
Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research Ac t ,No.15 of 1955(* Vo l . 
IX,Chap.206,p.91 )-{E}-[in force] 
-do-{Amendment)Act No. 14 of 1962 
-do- Law No.51 of 1973 
-do-(Amendment)Act No. 19 of 1981(**Vol . l ,Chap.206.p.96) 
2 
Natural Resources Energy and Science Authority of Sri Lanka Ac t , No. 78 of 
1981.(**Vol.ll,p.375)-{E}-[in force] 
National Science and Technology Policy for Sri Lanka-Sessipnal paper No .V-1986 . 
Vo l .1 . -IP] 
Science policy in Industry Sector report-Sessional paper No. V-1986.Vol. l l l - [P] 
K. Regime of liability and compensation for damage to the 
environment 
See Environmental Handbook for Pradeshiya Sabha, Urban councils. XVII. 
Institutional arrangements 
L. Pollution control 
Gazette Extraordinary of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, 
No.595 /16 , 1990-02-02-{P}-[in force] 
Pollution Control Guidelines prepared by the Central Environmental Authority.{P}-[in 
force] 
Environmental guidelines for the aquaculture developer,paddy mills, pre mix 
plants,storage of malathion agrobased industries, metal crushers, raw rubber 
processing factories, storage of chemicals, guidelines for saw mills,transport 
and burning of corals, cinnamon processing industry, natural rubber 
industry,concentrated latex industry, desiccated coconut industry,leather 
industry, dairy industry, textile processing industry and pesticide formulating 
industry.-{P} 
See National Environmental Ac t II A. Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
I I I NATURAL RESOURCES 
A . Property rights in natural resources. 
Wildlife & Nature Protection Society Act No.29 of 1968.(*Vol.XVII,Chap.569,p. 
328)- {E}-[in force] 
See Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research Ac t II J. Scientific 
and technology research 
See Coast Conservation Ac t , XI A. Jurisdiction on the marine environment 
in the different maritime zones. 
See Fauna and Flora protection Ordinance, VIA A. Flora : protection of species 
See Forests Ordinance,VH 4. Forest Management 
See Industrial Development Act ,111B. Use of Natural resources public doma 
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See Irrigation Ordinance,VI.E. Water uses 
See Mines and Minerals Law,X B. Protection of the environment from the effects of 
mining activities 
See National Environmental Act ,n A. Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
See Natural Resources Energy and Science Authority of Sri Lanka A c t , H J . 
Scientific and Technological Research 
See Radioactive Minerals Ac t , X A. Exploration exploitation, processing and use of 
mineral substances 
See Soil Conservation Act,IV C . Protection and improvement of soils and land. 
See Sri Lanka State Gem Corporation A c t , X A. Exploration 
exploitation, processing and use of mineral substances 
See Water Resources Board Ac t , VI A. Water Resources Management 
B. Use of natural resources of public domain 
Industrial Development Ac t , No.36 of 1969 (*Vol . lX,Chap.207, p.101)-{E}-[in 
force] 
See Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research Act ,n J. Scientific & 
Technological Research 
IV LAND -USE 
A . Land tenure : regime of private domain, public domain,communal 
lands, etc. 
Land Development Ordinance, No. 19 of 1935 
(*Vol.XI,Chap.300,p.416)-{E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment)Ordinance No. 3 of 1946 
-do- Ac t No.49 of 1953 
-do- Ac t No.22 of 1955 
-do- No. 16 of 1969 
-do- No.21 of 1971 
-do-law No .43o f 1973 
-do-(Amendment)Act No.40 of 1978 
-do- No. 27 of 1981 
-do- No. 10 of 1983 
-do- No.22 of 1993 
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National Housing Development Authority Ac t , No. 17 of 1979 
(*Vol.XII ,CHap.337,p.397)-{EHin force] 
-do-(Amendment)Act No.5 of 1982(**Vol . l ,Chap.337,p.206) 
-do- N o . 2 0 o f 1 9 8 8 
State Lands Encroachments Ordinance, No. 12 of 1840 
(*Vol.XI,Chap.288,p.321)-{E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ordinance No.22 of 1931 
-do- No. 8 of 1947 
-do-(Amendment)Act No. 8 of 1954 
State Lands Ordinance, No.8 of 1947(*Vol.XI,Chap.286,p.294) 
-do-(Amendment) Ordinance No. 9 of 1947 
- d o - A c t No. 13 of 1949 
-do-(Amendment)Act, No.40 of 1978 
-do- N o . 1 0 o f 1 9 8 3 
Urban Development Authority Law, No.41 of 1978(*Vol .XIX, 
Chap.602,p.218)-{£}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No. 70 of 1979 
-do- No. 4 of 1982 
-do- No. 44 of 1984 
-do- No. 41 of 1988 
B. Land-use : ecological evaluation, planning,development control. 
Colombo District(Low Lying Areas) Reclamation and Development Board Ac t , No. 15 
of 1968rVol .XIX,Chap.606,p.278)-{E}- [ in force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No .27o f 1976 ; 
-do- No.52 of 1982{**Vol . l ,Chap.606,p.407) 
Greater Colombo Economic Commission Law,No.4 of 1978 
(*Vol.lX,Chap.227,p.312)-{E}-[in force] 
-do- (Amendment)Act No.35 of 1980 
-do- No.43 of 1980 
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No.21 of 1983(**Vol . l ,Chap.227,p.103) 
-do- N o . 4 7 o f 1 9 9 2 
River Valleys Development Board Ac t , No.51 of 1949 
(*Vol.XIX,Chap.586,p.26)-{E}-[in force] 
-do- (Amendment)Act No .40 of 1952 
-do- No. 46 of 1961 
-do- No. 50 of 1961 
-do- No. 6 of 1965 
-do- No. 18 of 1965 
-do- Law No. 4 of 1975 
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Special Areas(Colombo)Development Ordinance,No.40 of 1947 
{*Vol.XIX,Chap.604,p.230)-{E}-[in force} 
-do- (Amendment)Act No. 9 of 1950 
-do- No. 4 of 1951 
-do- No. 41 of 1952 
-do- No. 16 of 1954 
-do- No. 22 of 1955 
-do- No. 56 of 1961 
Town and Country Planning Ordinance, No. 13 of 1946 
(*Vol.XIX,Chap.605,p.249)-{E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No. 9 of 1950 
-do- N o . 2 9 o f 1 9 5 3 
-do- N o . 1 0 o f 1 9 5 5 
-do- N o . 2 2 o f 1 9 5 5 
-do-(Amendment)Act No.57 of 1981 (**Vol . l ,Chap.605,p.406) 
See Land Development Ordinance-TV A.Land tenure: regime of private domain 
See National Environment Act-II A.Framework/comprehensive environmental legislation 
See National Housing Development Authority Act - IV.A.Land tenure:regime of private 
domain 
See Urban Development Authority Law-TV A.Land tenure:regime of private,domain, 
public domain,communaI lands,etc. 
C. Protection and improvement of soils and land 
Agrarian Services Ac t , No. 58 of 1979(*Vol .Xi ,Chap.261,p.96)- {E}-[in force] 
- do - (Amendment) Act No. 40 of 1993 
Soil Conservation Ac t , No.25 of 1951 (*Vol.XI,Chap.279,p.221)-{E}- [in force] 
-do-(Amendment)Act No.29 of 1953 
-do- No.57 of 1981(**Vol . l ,Chap.279,p.149) 
See Greater Colombo Economic Commission Law- TV.B. Land-use: ecological 
evaluation, planning, development control. 
See National Environment Act - II. A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
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V ATMOSPHERE 
A . Air quality standards 
Article on "Ambient Air quality standards" prepared by the C E A Sunday 
Observer(National Sri Lankan Newspaper) on 03 /10 /93 . p.04.[in preparation] 
See Standards prepared by CEA- New source air emission Norms-Interim 
standards.VI. F. Water quality standards 
B. Permanent, movable, natural sources of atmospheric 
pollution 
Factories Ordinance No. 45 of 1942(*Vol.VII,Chap.144,p.51)- {E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ordinance No.22 of 1946 
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No.54 of 1961 
Motor Traffic Ac t , No.14 of 1951 ( #Vol.XVI,Chap.528,p.119)-{E}-[«n force] 
- do - (Amendment) Ac t . No.01 of 1952 
-do-
-do-
-do- Law 
-do-(Amendment)Act 
No. 17 of 1965 
No.29 of 1971 
No. 12 of 1976 
No.32 of 1984 
- do - (Amendment) Ac t 
- do -
- do - (Amendment) Law 
- do -
- do -
- d o -
- d o -
- d o -
- do -
- do -
- do -
- d o -
- d o -
- do -
- d o -
- do -
- do -
No.29 of 1953 
No.22 of 1955 
No.01 of 1956 
No.07 of 1957 
No.48 of 1957 
No.43 of 1958 
No.63 of 1961 
No.35 of 1962 
No.02 of 1963 
No.39 of 1964 
No.03 of 1966 
No.20 of 1968 
No.47 of 1968 
No.38 of 1971 
No.22 of 1973 
No.07 of 1974 
No. 12 of 1975 
No. 19 of 1978 
No.31 of 1979 
No.21 of 1981(**Vol . l ,Chap.528,p,289) 
- do - (Amendment) Ac t 
- do -
No.14 of 1983 
No.44 of 1983 
No.47 of 1983 
No.40 of 1984 
N6.08 of 1990 
No.44 of 1992 
7 
Motor Traffic Ac t Regulations Gazetted (Govt. Notification) under No.817/16, 03 May 
1994. -{P}-[in force] 
National Environmental Act ion Plan-{P}-[in force] 
. FRESH WATERS 
A . Water resource management 
Water Resources Board Ac t , No.29 of 1964(*Vol .XI , Chap.280, p.224)- {E}-[in 
force] 
See Agrarian Services Act- IV.C.Protection and Improvement of soils and land 
See National Environmental Act- II.A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
See Natural Resources Energy and Science Authority of Sri Lanka Act- l l J . 
Scientific & Technological Research 
B. Regime of public/private waters 
National Water Supply and Drainage Board Law, No.02 of 1974 
(*Vol.XVII,Chap.541 ,p.64)-{E}-[in force] 
- do -(Amendment) Ac t No. 13 of 1992 
See Agrarian Services Act - IV C. Protection and Improvement of soils 
See Colombo Waterworks Ordinance. VI .E. Water uses 
See River Valleys Development Board Ac t IV B. Land use ecological evaluation, 
planning, development control. 
See Urban Development Authority Law IV B. Land use ecological evaluation, 
planning, development control. 
C. Water administration 
Municipal Council Ordinance, No. 16 of 1949 
(*Vol.XVIII,Chap.576,p.3)-{E}-Iin force] 
-do-(Amendment)Ordinance No. 9 of 1950 
-do- No. 3 of 1951 
No.12 of 1951 
N o . 3 9 o f 1 9 5 1 
No. 8 of 1952 
N o . 3 8 o f 1 9 5 3 
No. 7 of 1954 
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No. 26 of 1954 
No.44 of 1954 
Nd.22 of 1955 
No.22 of 1956 
N o . 1 5 o f 1 9 5 7 
No.39 of 1958 
N o . 1 2 o f 1 9 5 9 
No. 9 of 1961 
No.39 of 1961 
No. 2 of 1967 
No. 8 of 1967 
N o . 4 2 o f 1 9 6 8 
No. 4 of 1969 
No.48 of 1971 
- do-(Amendment)Laws No.38 of 1973 
No. 8 of 1974 
No. 4 of 1975 
No. 5 of 1975 
No. 18 of 1977 
N o . 2 4 o f 1 9 7 7 
- do - A c t No.18 of 1979 
No.42 of 1979 
N o . 5 7 o f 1 9 7 9 
- do -(Amendment) Ac t No. 10 of 1981 
No.33 of 1981 
No.61 of 1981 
No. 5 of 1983 
No. 13 of 1983 
No.48 of 1983 
Predeshiya Sabhas Ac t , No. 15 of 1987-{E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment) N o . 3 4 o f 1 9 9 3 
Urban Councils Ordinances.No. 61 of 1993(*Vol.XVIII, Chap.577,p.112)-[EJ-{»n 
force} 
-do-(Amendment)Ordinance No. 14 of 1940 
-do- No. 3 of 1942 
No. 16 of 1942 
No. 51 of 1942 
No. 5 of 1943 
N o . 3 7 o f 1 9 4 3 
No.36 of 1944 
No.37 of 1945 
No.31 of 1946 
No.37 of 1946 
No. 53 of 1946 
N o . 5 7 o f 1 9 4 6 
- do - Ac t No. 9 of 1950 
No.12 of 1951 
No.39 of 1951 
No. 8 of 1952 
do - Law 
- do - Ac t 
- do -(Amendment)Act 
No.25 of 1952 
No.38 of 1953 
No!22 of 1955 
No. 2 of 1957 
No. 14 of 1958 
No. 7 of 1959 
No. 1 of 1961 
No. 9 of 1961 
No.39 of 1961 
No. 2 of 1967 
No.42 of 1968 
No. 4 of 1969 
No.48 of 1971 
No. 4 of 1975 
No. 18 of 1977 
No.24 of 1977 
No. 13 of 1979 
No.42 of 1979 
No.57 of 1979 
No. 10 of 1981 
No.61 of 1981 
No. 5 of 1983 
No. 3 of 1983 
No.48 of 1983 
No.48 of 1984 
D. Water uses 
Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka Ac t No. 23 of 19791 *VX I , Chap.272, p.177)-{E}-[in 
force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No. 59 of 1993 
See Colombo Waterworks Ordinance VI.H. Water works 
See Irrigation Ordinance VIH. Water works ° 
See National Water Supply & Drainage Board Act-VLB.Regime of public/private waters 
See River Valleys Development Board Act-IV.B.Land-nse:ecological evaluation, planning, 
development 
See Urban Development Authority Law-IV.A. Regime of public/private waters 
E. Water Quality Standards 
Following standards prepared by the C E A on pollution control and the protection of 
the environment, 1988 
Sri Lanka Standards SLS 652:1984 - Tolerance limits for industrial waste water 
discharged into Inland Surface Waters.-{P} 
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Sri Lanka Standards SLS 722:1985 - Tolerance limits for Inland surface waters for 
use as raw water for public water supply.- {P} 
Sri Lanka Standards 721:1985 - Tolerance limits for industrial wast water discharged 
into Marine coastal waters.-{P} 
Sri Lanka Standard SLS 614 :1983 /84 - Sri Lanka standard specification for potable 
Water.-{P> 
Tolerance limits for industrial waste water discharged into public (common) sewer for 
further treatment (Interim standard) 
F. Water pollution : control and monitoring 
Marine Pollution Prevention Ac t , No.59 of 1981.(**Vol . l l ,p .293)- {E}-[in force] 
Sri Lanka Ports Authority Ac t , No.51 of 1979 ( #Vol.X,Chap.232,p.47)-{E}-[in force] 
- do - (Amendment)Act No.7 of 1984 (**Vol . l ,Chap.232,p.112) 
- d o - No.35 of 1984 
- d o - N o . 3 6 o f 1 9 9 0 
- do- No. 2 of 1992 
See Nuisance Ordinance, XVI. B. Prevention and control of the environmental effects 
of public works 
See National Environmental Ac t . II.A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
See Water Resources Board Ac t VI. A. Water resources management 
G. Water Works 
Colombo Water Works Ordinance No. 18 of 1907 
(*Vol.XVII,Chap.542,p.92)-{E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment)Ordinance No.27 of 1914 
No. 8 of 1915 
No. 9 of 1916 
No. 9 of 1918 
N o . 2 8 o f 1 9 2 1 
No.25 of 1928 
N o . 2 8 o f 1 9 3 0 
No. 4 of 1932 
N o . 2 3 o f 1 9 4 2 
No.29 of 1947 
Irrigation Ordinance No.32 of 1946(*VOI.XI,Chap.285,p.267)-{E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No. 1 of 1951 
-do- No.48 of 1968 
-do-(Amendment)Law N o . 3 7 o f 1 9 7 3 
-do-(Amendment)Act No.23 of1983(**Vol . l ,Chap.285,p.153) 
-do- No.34 of 1990 
-do- No. 3 of 1994 
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See Agrarian Services Ac t -C . Protection and improvement of soils and land 
See Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka A c t . V L E . Water uses 
H. Special Water Regimes(underground water,mineral and thermal 
water,rain water,etc.) 
See Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka Ac t .V I E.Water uses 
I. Inland Fisheries 
National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency Ac t No.54 of 
1981 (**Vol.l l,p.259)-{E} [in force] 
See Fisheries Ordinance. X I . F. Fisheries 
See National Environmental Act-TJ A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation. 
V I I FLORA 
A . Flora: Protection of species 
Felling of Trees(control)Act No.9 of 1951 (*Vol.XI,Chap.284,p.266)-{E}-[in force] 
- do -(Amendment)Act No. 30 of 1953 
Fauna and Flora protection ordinance No.2 of 1937(*Vol.XVII Chap.567,p.297)-{E}-
[in force] 
-do-(Amendment)Ordinance No.31 of 1942 
-do- N o . 1 2 o f 1 9 4 4 
-do- N o . 1 2 o f 1 9 4 5 
-do- (Amendment)Act N o . 3 8 o f 1 9 4 9 
-do- N o . 4 4 o f 1 9 6 4 
-do- No. 1 of 1970 
-do-(Amendment)Act No.49 of 1993 
Plant Protection Ordinance No.10 of 1924 (*Vol.XI,chap.276,p.212) -{E}-[in force] 
- do - (Amendment) Ac t No. 6 of 1950 
N o . 2 2 o f 1 9 5 5 
N o . 5 0 o f 1 9 5 7 
- do -(Amendment) Ac t No.20 of 1986 
Water Hyacinth Ordinance, No. 4 of 1909-[E]-{in force} 
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See Forests Ordinances - Vn B.4. Forest management 
See Wildlife & Nature Protection Society Ac t III A . Property rights in natural resources. 
B. Forests 
Forest RegimesfPublic/Private) 
See Forest Ordinance,VII. B.4. Forest Management 
See National Environmental Act - ILA.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation. 
Forest Administration 
Botanic Gardens Ordinance No.31 of 1928(*Vol .XI,Chap.275,p.205) 
-{E}-[in force] - do - (Amendment)Law N o . 3 2 o f 1 9 7 3 
See Felling of Trees(control) Ac ts - V U . A . Flora :Protection of species 
See Forest Ordinance Vn.B.4 Forest management 
Acquisition of forest rights 
Land Acquisit ion Ac t No.9 of 1950(*Vol.XI,Chap.295,p.343-{E}-[in force]-
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No.39 of 1954 
-do- N o . 2 2 o f 1 9 5 5 
-do- No.28 of 1964 
-do- No.20 of 1969 
-do- N o . 4 8 o f 1 9 7 1 
-do- No. 8 of 1979 
Mahaweli Development Board Act ,No.14 of 1970(*Vol.XIX JChap.587,p.37)-{E}-[in 
force] 
-do-(Amendment) Law No. 3 of 1976 
-do- No. 38 of 1983(*» Vol . l ,Chap.587,p.385) 
See Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka Ac t VI .E. Water uses 
Forest management 
Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries Sector Report, Sessional Paper No.V-
1986.Vol.l l.-[P] 
Forests Ordinance No 16 of 1907(*Vol.XI,Chap.283,p.247)-{E}-[in force] 
-do- (Amendment)Ordinance No.11 of 1912 
-do- No.24 of 1918 
-do- No.23 of 1931 
-do- No; 16 of 1935 
-do- No.30 of 1945 
-do- No. 8 of 1947 
-do- (Amendment)Act No.34 of 1951 
-do- No.49 of 1954 
-do- No. 13 of 1966 
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-do-
-do-(Amendment)Act 
-do- (Amendment)Act 
No.56 of 1979 
No. 13 of 1982(**Vol .1 ,Chap.283,p150) 
No. 84 of 1988 
See Botanic Gardens Ordinance VII.B.2 Forest Administration 
See National Environmental Act-II.A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation. 
See Water Resources Board A c t - V L A . Water Resources Managment 
Forest Protection 
See Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance V I L A . Flora Protection 
See Forest Ordinance VQ.4. Forest Management 
See National Environment Ac t , II.A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
See National Heritage Wildness areas Ac t VIII.A. Protected areas for sustainable 
management of faunal resources. 
See Plant Protection Ordinance VILAJFlora 
See River Valleys Development Board Act . V I . B. Regime of public private waters 
A . Protected areas for sustainable management of faunal resources. 
National Heritage Wilderness Areas Act , No. 3 of 1988.{E}-[in force] 
See Fauna and Flora Protection ordinance VILFlora 
B. Management of resources 
See Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance, VILA. Flora 
See National Environment Ac t , H.A. Framework/comprehensive legislation 
C. Regulation of activities with impact on conservation objectives 
See Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance, VII.A.Flora 
See National Environmental Ac t , H.A.Framework/comprehensi ve legislation. 
See National Heritage Ac t VIII.A. Protected areas for sustainable management 
of faunal resources. 
See Wildlife and Nature Protection Society Ac t , HI A.Property rights in natural 
V I I I FAUNA 
rsources 
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PLACES OF NATURAL AND ARCHITECTURAL BEAUTY; HISTORICAL 
AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND MONUMENTS 
A . Protection of landscapes formed by natural or cultivated 
resources. 
See Irrigation Ordinance V L E . Water uses 
See National Heritage Wildness Areas Ac t , V I L A . Protected areas for sustainable 
management of faunal resources. 
B. Protection of architectural landscapes 
See Town and Country Planning Ordinance,IV.B.Land-use:ecological evaluation, 
planning, development control. 
See Urban Development Authority lawJV.A.Land tenure:regime of private domain, 
public domain, communal lands, etc. 
C. Protection of historic and archaeological sites and monuments 
Antiquities Ordinance No. 9 of 1940(*Vol .XIV,Chap.394,p.257)- {EHin force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No. 2 of 1955 
-do- No.22 of 1955 
See Town and Country Planning Ordinance,IV.B.Land-use:ecologicaI evaluation, 
planning, development control. 
. MINERALS 
A . Exploration,exploitation,processing and use of mineral substances. 
Radioactive minerals Act No. 46 of 1968 (*Vol. XIII, Chap.342,p.33)-{E}-[in force] 
State Gem Corporation Ac t X No. 13 of 1971 (*Vol .13 of 1971 )-{E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment) No.64 of 1981 (**Vol. l ,chap.341,p.208) 
See Mines and Minerals Law X .B . Protection of the environment from the effects 
of mining substances 
See Pradeshiya Sabha Act .VI .C. Water Administration 
B. Protection of the environment from the effects of mining activities 
Mines and Minerals Law No.4 of 1973(*Vol.XIII,chap.33,p.342)-{E}-[in force] 
- do - (Amendment) No.57 of 1981(**Vol . l ,chap.340,p.207) 
- do - (Amendment) Ac t No.33 of 1992 
Salt Ordinance No.6 of 1890 (*Vol.Xm,chap.343,p.39)-{E}-[in force] 
- do - No. 4 of 1941 
- d o - N o . 2 5 o f 1 9 4 3 
- do-(Amendment)Ordinance Ac t No.22 of 1955 
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- d o - No. 31 of 1964 
See Radioactive Minerals Ac t . X .A . Exploration, exploitation. 
See State Gem Corporation Ac t -X . A.Exploration,exploitation processing and 
use of mineral substances 
XI. MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
A . Jurisdiction on the marine environment in the different 
maritime zones. 
Coast Conservation No.57 of 1981 (8*Vol.ll,p.281)-{E}-[in force] 
- do - (Amendment) A c t No. 64 of 1988 
Gazette of the Republic of Sri Lanka,Extraordinary No.248/1 1977-01-15.{P}-
[in force] 
Maritime Zones Law No.22 of 1976(*Vol.l,chap.7,p.114)-{E}-[in force] 
Tourist Development Ac t No. 14 of 1968(*VOI.IX,Chap 225,p.256HE}- [ in 
force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ac t No. 57 of 1981(**Vo l . i ,p .101 / Chap.225) 
-do- No. 2 of 1987 
-do- No. 39 of 1991 
See Marine Polluting Prevention A c t V I .G . Water pollution 
B. Uses of the marine environment 
See Coast conservation A c t . X L A . Jurisdiction on the marine environment in 
the different maritime zones 
See Fisheries Ordinance.XI.F.Fisheries 
See Nation al Environment Act.n.A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
See Sri Lanka Ports Authority Ac t V I .G. Water pollution 
See Tourist Development Act ,XI .A. Jurisdiction on the marine environment in 
the different maritime zones. 
C. Land-based sources marine pollution 
See Sri Lanka standard 7 2 1 : 1985 V .A . A i r quality standards 
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D. Marine pollution from ships and other maritime activities 
See Marine Pollution Prevention Ac t VLG.Water pollution 
See Maritime Zones Law,XI.AJurisdict ion on the marine 
environment in the different maritime zones 
See Sri Lanka Ports Authority Ac t . VLG. Water pollution 
E. Protection of marine ecosystems , habitats and species. 
Chank Fisheries Act ,No.8 of 1953(*Vol .X,Chap.242,p.216) 
No.22 of 1955-{E}-[in force] 
-do- (Amendment) Act No.22 of 1955 
Pearl Fisheries Ordinance,No.2 of 1925(*Vol.X,Chap.243,p.220)-{E}-{in force] 
-do-(Amendment)Ordinance No.3 of 1946 
Whaling Ordinance,No.2 of 1936(*V0I.X,Chap.244,p.229)-{E}-I in force] 
See Coast Conservation Ac t .X I . A . Jurisdiction on the marine environment in the 
different maritime zones. 
See National Environment Act - n.A.Framework/comprehensive environmental legislation 
F. Fisheries 
Fisheries Ordinance No.24 of 1940 (*Vol.X,chap.240,p.195)-{E}-[in force] 
- d o - A c t s N o . 1 7 o f 1 9 5 0 
- d o - N o . 2 5 o f 1 9 5 2 
- do - No.30 of 1956 
- d o - Law N o . 2 0 o f 1 9 7 3 
- d o - N o . 4 6 o f 1 9 7 3 
- do- No. 7 of 1976 
- do - Ac t No.59 of 1979 
Regulation of Foreign Fishing Boats Act no.59 of 1979(*Vol .X, Chap.241 ,p.208)-{E}-[in 
force] 
See Chank Fisheries Act - X I E.Protection of Marine Ecosystems 
See National Environment Ac t , II-A.Framework/comprehensive environmental legislation 
See Pearl Fisheries ordinances,XI.E. Protection of Marine Ecosystem 
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X I I ENERGY RESOURCES 
A . Regime of renewable energy 
Ceylon Electricity Board Act . No. 17 of 1969 
(*Vol . XVII, chap.538,p.31)-{E}-[inforce] 
- d o - No. 31 of 1969 
- d o - No. 29 of 1979 
- do - (Amendment) Ac t No. 32 of 1988 
Electricity Ac t No. 19 of 1950 (*Vol.XVII,Chap.537,p.3)-{E}-[in force] 
- d o - No .22o f 1955 
- d o - N o . 5 9 o f 1 9 5 7 
- d o - N o . 1 7 o f 1 9 6 9 
- do - (Amendment) Law No. 40 of 1978(**Vol . l ,537,p.357) . 
-do- No. 10 of 1983 
-do- N o . 1 5 o f 1 9 8 4 
See Natural Resources Energy and Science Authority Ac t , II.J Scientific and 
technological research 
See Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka Act,VI .E. Water Uses 
See River Valleys Development Board Ac t , IV.B. Land-use:ecological evaluation, 
planning, development control 
B. Regime of non-renewable energy sources(hydrocarbon,nuclear,etc.) 
Atomic Energy Authority Ac t No. 19 of 1969(*Vol. lX,Chap.223,p.233)-{E}-
[in force 
X I I I NOISE, VIBRATIONS AND ODOURS 
A . Standards on noise, vibrations and odours. 
See Typical Noise Level Criteria- Interim Standards.VI. F. Water Quality 
standards 
B. Prevention and control of noise,vibrations and odours 
See Municipal Council ordinance, Vl .C.Water Administration 
See National Environment ActJI.A.Framework/comprehensive 
environmental legislation 
See Pradeshiya Sabha Ac t , Vl.C.Water Administration 
See Urban Council Ordinance, VI .C. Water Administration 
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XIV HAZARDOUS AND SOLID WASTES 
A . Hazardous and solid wastes policy/management 
Industrial Products Ac t , No.18 of 1949(*Vol . lX,chap.205,p.82) 
-{E}-[in force] 
- do - (Amendment) Ac t No. 53 of 1956 
- do - (Amendment) Act No. 69 of 1961 
See Factories Ordinance, V.B. Permanent, movable, natural sources of 
atmospheric pollution. 
See Gazette Extraordinary of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka.No.595/16, 1990-02-02.11 L. Pollution Control 
See National Environment Ac t , II.A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
See Pradeshiya Sabha Ac t , VI.C. Water Administration 
B. Recovery treatment and disposal operations 
Industrial Disputes Ac t , No. 43 of 1950-{E}-[in force] 
-do-(Amendment) No. 25 of 1956 
-do- No. 14 of 1957 
-do- No. 62 of 1957 
-do- No. 4 of 1962 
-do- No. 27 of 1966 
-do- No. 39 of 1968 
-do- Law No. 53 of 1973 
Industrial Promotion Ac t , No.46 of 1990-{E}-[in force] 
See Industrial Products Ac t , XTV. A.Hazardous and solid wastes policy/management 
See National Environment Ac t , II.A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation 
See Pradeshiya Sabha Ac t , VI.C. Water Administration 
XV AGROCHEMIGAL, TOXIC AND HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS 
A . Regulation of agrochemical,toxic and hazardous products 
Control of Pesticides Ac t , No. 33 of 1980 (Vol.XI.Chap.282,p.240)-{E}-[in 
force] 
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Customs Ordinance,No.17 of 1869{*Vol.XIII ,Chap.344,p.45)-{EHin force] 
-do-Amendment Ordinance No. 1 of 1871 
-do- No.21 of 1873 
-do- No. 1 of 1875 
-do- No.22 of 1877 
-do- No. 3 of 1883 
-do- No. 12 of 1884 
-do- No. 4 of 1886 
-do- No. 18 of 1896 
-do- No.20 of 1898 
-do- No.13 of 1900 
-do- No. 7 of 1901 
-do- No. 2 of 1903 
-do- No. 9 of 1904 
-do- No. 3 of 1906 
-do- No.40 of 1908 
-do- No. 5 of 1909 
-do- No. 29 of 1909 
-do- No. 5 of 1910 
-do- No. 9 of 1910 
-do- No. 5 of 1914 
-do- No. 14 of 1914 
-do- No.21 of 1916 
-do- No. 10 of 1917 
-do- No. 17 of 1922 
-do- No. 3 of 1927 
-do- No. 17 of 1928 
-do- No.23 of 1929 
-do- No. 6 of 1938 
-do- No. 3 of 1939 
-do- No.32 of 1941 
-do- No.54 of 1941 
-do- No. 8 of 1944 
-do- No. 17 of 1946 
-do- No.43 of 1946 
nendment) Ac t No. 6 of 1948 
-do- No. 9 of 1949 
-do- No. 10 of 1950 
-do- No.27 of 1951 
-do- No.29 of 1952 
-do- No.25 of 1958 
-do- No.29 of 1966 
-do- No.34 of 1966 
-do- No.23 of 1968 
-do-(Amendment) Law No, 3 5 of 1974 
-do-(Amendment)Act No.40 of 1978 
-do- No. 10 of 1983 
-do-, No.83 of 1988 
- d o - No.24 of 1991 
Fertilizer Ac t , No.21 of 1961(*Vol.XI,Chap,281,p.230)-{E}-[in force] 
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See Malathion Control Ac t , XV. B. Use of agrochemicals, toxic or hazardous 
products 
See Plant Protection Ordinance, VILA. Flora:protection of species 
See Poisons, Opium and dangerous drugs ordinance, XV.C.Trade of 
agrochemical, toxic or hazardous products 
B. Use of agrochemicals, toxic or hazardous products 
Malathion Control Ac t , No.22 of 1985-{E}-[in force] 
See Fertilizer Ac t , XV,A. Regulation of agrochemical, toxic and hazardous 
products 
See Plant Protection Ordinances, VII.A.FIora:protection of species 
C. Trade of agrochemical, toxic or hazardous products 
Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, No. 17 of 1929 
(*Vol.XVII,Chap.549,p.153)-{E}-[in force] 
- do - (Amendment) Ordinance No. 43 of 1935 
- d o - No. 12 of 1939 
- d o - No. 35 of 1939 
- do - No. 14 of 1941 
- do - No. 12 of 1952 
- d o - No. 16 of 1953 
- do - No. 42 of 1953 
- do - No. 22 of 1955 
- do - (Amendment) Ac t No. 13 of 1984 
See Control of Pesticides Ac t , X V . A. Regulation of agrochemical, toxic and 
hazardous products. 
See Malathion control Act .XV .B. Use of agrochemicals, toxic or hazardous 
products. 
XVI MAN-MADE ENVIRONMENT 
A . Human settlements: planning and regulation 
Housing and Town Improvement Ordinance, No. 19 of 1915 
(*Vol.XIX,chap.600,p.173)-{E}-[in force] 
- do - (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 32 of 1917 
- d o - No. 42 of 1917 
- do - No. 3 of 1929 
- d o - No. 13 of 1931 
- d o - No. 34 of 1933 
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- d o 
- do -
- d o -
- d o -
- d o -
- d o -
- d o -
- do -
- do -
- d o -
- do -
- do - (Amendment) Act 
No. 11 of 1935 
N o , 17 of 1943 
No. 24 of 1946 
No. 57 of 1946 
No. 16 of 1947 
No. 29 of 1953 
No. 10 of 1954 
No. 53 of 1954 
No. 28 of 1956 
No. 3 of 1978 
No. 39 of 1979 
No. 38 of 1980 
Housing and Town Improvement Ac t , No.40 of 1978(**Vo l . l ,Chap.600, 
p.394)-{E}-[in force] 
- do - (Amendment)Act No. 57 of 1981 
No. 10 of 1983 
See Land Development Ordinance, IV.A.Land tenure: regime of Private 
domain,public domain, communal land 
See Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka Ac t , VLE.Water uses ,< 
See National Housing Development Authority Ac t , IV. A.' Land tenure:regime of 
private domain, public domain, communal land 
See Urban Development Authority Law, VI.A. Land tenure:Regime of private 
domain, public domain, communal land 
B. Prevention and control of the environmental effects of public works 
National Dangerous Drugs (Control) Board Act No.11 of 1984 (**Vol. l l ,p.874)-
{E}-[in force] 
-do- Amendment Ac t 21 of 1990 
Nuisances Ordinance, No. 15 of 1862(*Vol.XVII,Chap.562,p.265)-{E}-[in 
force] 
-do-(Amendment) Ordinance No. 61 of 1939 
Wells and Pits Ordinance, No.27 of 1884(*VOI.XVII>chap.564,p.278)-{EHin 
-do-
-do-
No. 3 of 1946 
No.57 of 1946 
force] 
-do-
-do-
-do-
-do-
No.11 of 1921 
No.26 of 1934 
No.61 of 1939 
No. 3 of 1946 
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See Municipal Council Ordinance. VI.C.Water Administration 
See Pradehsiya Sabhas Ac t , VI . C . Water Administration 
See Urban Council Ordinance, VI .C. Water Administration 
XVII INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 
A . General structure of political and administrative bodies dealing 
with environmental issues 
Environmental Hand Book for Pradesheya Sabas,Ministry of Environment 
and Parliamentary Affairs-[P] 
Environmental Handbook for Urban Council.-Ministry of Environment and 
Parliamentary Affairs. 
See National Environment Ac t . II. A.Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation. 
B. Co-ordination of environmental management 
See Environmental Hand book XVII. Institutional arrangements 
C. Types of legislation these political and administrative bodies are 
empowered to enact. 
See National Environment Ac t II. A. Framework/comprehensive environmental 
legislation. 
D. Citizens' participation in environmental management 
See Environmental Handbook XVII. Institutional arrangements 
XVIII SETTLEMENT O F DISPUTES 
A . Ombudsman 
Ombudsman Act , No.17 of 1981 .{E}-[in force) 
B. Arbitration 
Arbitration Ordinance, No. 15 of 1866 (*Vol.V,Chap.104,p.67).{E}- [in 
force] 
-do-(Amendment)Ordinance No.2 of 1889 
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SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATIONS IN SRI LANKA 
I. LEGISLATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL NATURE 
The Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, certified on 31st August 1978. 
Chapter VI of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka deals with 
Directives & Principles of State Policy & Fundamental Duties. Article 27(14) States : "The 
State should protect, preserve & improve the environment for the benefit of the 
community". It is a fundamental duty of the state" to protect nature & conserve its 
r iches" 
The Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution was certified on 14th November 1987. 
This amendment established provincial councils in nine provinces. Provincial councils are 
empowered to make statutes with respect to matters set out in the Nineth schedule to the 
constitution, as fol lows; 
Provincial council list, item 37 ; 
- Protection of environment within the province to the extent permitted by or under 
any law made by parliament. 
Concurrent list, item 3 3 ; 
- Protection of the environment; 
Provincial councils cannot make statutes with respect to matters listed under the Reserved 
l ist,which comes only within the purview of the parliament. 
II. LEGISLATION DEALING WITH CROSS-SECTORAL ISSUES 
National Environment Act, No.47 of 1980 
This A c t is the first piece of legislation to deal exclusively with the protection and 
management of the environment. The Act mandates the establishment of a Central 
Environmental Authority(CEA) to co-ordinate activities in the field of environment. 
The amendment Ac t empowers the CEA to implement a scheme for the control of pollution 
caused by the discharge of waste, and to assess impacts on the environment from 
development activities. 
Flood Protection Ordinance No.4 of 1924 
This Ordinance enables the declaration of any area in Sri Lanka to be a flood area for the 
protection of such areas subject to damage from floods. 
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Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research (CISIR)Act No.15 of 1955 
The objects of CISIR include the undertaking of research to improve technical processes 
and methods used in industry; advise on matters affecting the utilization of the natural 
resources of Sri Lanka; training of research workers; 
Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority of Sri Lanka,No. 78 of 1981 
This A c t provides for the establishment of the Natural Resources, Energy and Science 
Authority of Sri Lanka; to advise the Minister regarding measures for promotion and 
development of science and technology; formulation of science policy and programmes for 
the exploitation and development of natural resources; 
III.NATURAL RESOURCES 
Wildlife Protection Society, No. 29 of 1968 
This Ac t incorporates the Wildlife Protection Society of Ceylon with general objects to 
assist and co-operate in the prevention from destruction of wild animals and plants and to 
encourage the preservation of wildlife in Sri Lanka in natural conditions. 
Industrial Development Act No. 36 of 1969 
The Industrial Advisory Council established under this A c t is charged with the duty of 
advising the Minister on matters connected with the promotion and development of 
industries in Sri Lanka. 
The Industrial Development Board, is a body corporate, established under this Ac t with 
objects to assist in the promotion and development of industries in Sri Lanka; to co-ordinate 
all industrial undertakings in the private and public sectors, to foster industrial research and 
to foster export of local industrial products. 
IV.LAND-USE 
Land Development Ordinance No. 19 of 1935 
A n ordinance to provide for the systematic development and alienation of State Land in Sri 
Lanka. 
The Land Commissioner appointed under this ordinance is responsible for the general 
supervision and control of all Govt. Agents and Land officers in the administration of State 
Land. 
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National Housing Development Authority Act No.17 of 1979 
The A c t provides for the establishment of a National Housing Development Authority. The 
objects of the Authority include promoting housing development and to directly engage in 
the construction of flats, houses and other living accommodation. 
State Land Encroachment Ordinance No. 12 of 1840 
This Act provides for the prevention of encroachment of State Lands. In this ordinance all 
Cinnamon Land which have been uninteruptedly possessed by the State for a period of 30 
years and upwards is held to be the property of the State. Also all waste and unoccupied 
or uncultivated land are presumed to be the property of the State. 
State Lands Ordinance No. 8 of 1947 
This ordinance provides for the leasing and other disposition of State land, the management 
of the foreshore, the regulation of the use of water in lakes and public streams. The 
ordinance provides for the declaration of reservations for public purposes. The 
administration of the Ordinance is vested with the Land Commissioner. The ordinance 
prohibits the leasing or other disposition of any State land situated above 5000 ft. 
Urban Development Authority Law No.41 of 1978 
The Law provides for the establishment of Urban Development Authority to permit 
integrated planning and implementation of economic, social and physical development of 
certain areas. These areas are called urban development areas. 
The Authority is vested with power to prepare development plans for any development 
area. It also requires that permits be issued to the public to carry out any development 
activities in a development area. 
Colombo District (low lying areas) Reclamation and Development Board Act No. IS of 1968 
This Act was amended in 1983 whereby the title of the Ac t was amended to read as "Sri 
Lanka Land Reclamation and Development Corporation A c t " . The Ac t provides for the 
establishement of the Sri Lanka Land Reclamation and Development Corporation. The Ac t 
empowers the Minister to declare any low lying, marshy, waste or swampy area to declare 
it to be a reclamation and development area for the purpose of the Ac t . 
Greater Colombo Economic Commission Law No. 4 of 1978 
This Ac t was amended in 1992. It established the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka. Prior 
to this the Board was referred to as the Greater Colombo Economic Commission. The Law 
empowers the Board to set up licensed zones and licence enterprises and also empowers 
the Board to make regulations and to implement several written laws for the time being 
specified in schedules to the Law. 
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In the case of the National Environmental Act the Board can exercise its provisions subject 
to the consultation and concurrence of the Central Environmental Authority. 
River Valleyes Development Board Act No. 511949 
This Ac t established the River Valleys Development Board for the Development of the Gal 
Oya Valley and other areas which were brought under the control of the Board. 
Special Areas (Colombo) Development Ordinance No. 40 of 1947 
This Ordinance enables the Minister to declare any area to be a special area for the purpose 
of this Ordinance. It also provides for the compulsory acquisition and re development of 
areas in Colombo on which demolition operations have been carried out under emergency 
powers. 
Town & Country Planning Ordinance No.13 of 1946 
This Ordinance authorizes the making of schemes for the planning and development of 
lands in Sri Lanka. It also provides for the protection of natural amenities and preservation 
of buildings and objects of nature or beauty. 
For the administration for this Ac t a Director for Town & Country Planning has to be 
appointed. 
Agrarian Services Act No. 58 of 1979 
This Ac t deals with tenant cultivators of paddy lands, maintaining good management of 
agricultural lands, and the appointment of a Commissioner of Agrarian Services. 
Soil Conservation Act No. 25 of 1951 
This Ac t is for the conservation of soil resources, for the prevention and mitigation of soil 
erosion and for the protection of land against damage by floods and droughts. The A c t is 
administered by the Director of Agriculture. 
V. ATMOSPHERE 
Factories Ordinance No. 45 of 1942 
This ordinance makes provisions for the supply of welfare of workers in 
factories.Registration and licensing of factories are provided therein. There are special 
provisions for the health, safety, and welfare of workers. 
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Motor Traffic Act No.14 of 1951 
The law relating to motor vehicles and their use of highways, passenger carriage services 
and the carriage of goods by motor vehicles and regulations of traffic on highways are dealt 
with in this Ac t . 
VI. FRESH WATERS 
Water Resources Board Act No. 29 of 1964 
The Ac t establishes a Water Resources Board with duties to advice the Minister on the 
regulation, development, and conservation of the water resources in the country, 
construction of schemes of irrigation, drainage, flood control and hydraulic power; control 
of soil erosion and promotion of afforestation. 
National Water Supply and Drainage Board Law No. 2 of 1974 
This law provides for the establishment of a Public Authority known as the National Water 
Supply and Drainage Board. The Board has the general duty of providing water for public, 
domestic and industrial purposes. The Board is empowered to undertake the exclusive 
supply of water in Sri Lanka in any order specified by the Minister. 
Municipal Councils Ordinance No. 29 of 1947 
The Minister may declare any area to be a Municipality. The Municipal Council is the local 
authority for the administration of all matters relating to public health, public utility services 
and public thoroughfares generally with the protection and promotion of the welfare of the 
people. 
Urban Council Ordinance No.61 of 1939 
The Minister may declare any area to be a town for the purpose of this law. The Urban 
Council constituted for each town is charged with the administration of all matters relating 
to the public health, public utility services and public thoroughfares generally with the 
protection and promotion of the welfare of the people. 
Pradeshiya Sabhas Act No.lS of 1989 
The Minister may declare any area to be a Pradeshiya Sabha area. The Pradeshiya Sabha 
constituted for each Pradeshiya Sabha area is the local authority charged with the 
administration of all matters relating to the public health, public utility services and public 
thoroughfares and generally with the protection and promotion of the welfare of the people. 
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Mahaweti Authority of Sri Lanka Act No. 23 of 1979 
This Act established the Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka. This Authority is responsible for 
the implementation of the Mahaweli Ganga Development Scheme. 
The Minister may declare any area which can be developed with the water resources of the 
Mahaweli Ganga "as a subject area". 
Marine Pollution Prevention Act No. 59 of 1981 
A n Act to provide for the prevention and control of pollution in Sri Lanka waters. The Ac t 
gives effect to international conventions for the prevention of pollution of the sea. The 
Marine Pollution Prevention Authority is established under this Ac t . This Ac t provides for 
criminal and civil law for the pollution of Sri Lanka waters. There are five international 
conventions which are given effect in this Ac t . 
Sri Lanka Ports Authority Act No.51 of 1979 
The Ac t which provides for the establishment of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority to provide 
port services for the purposes of Colombo, Galle and Trincomalee. The Minister may also 
gazette any other ports to which this Ac t will apply. 
Colombo Water Works Ordinance No. 18 of 1907 
This Ordinance provides for the transfer of the Ceylon Government Water Works to the 
Municipal Council of Colombo. 
The Municipal Council is obliged to supply drinking water within the Municipality of 
Colombo and for that purpose lay pipes, building and reservoirs for the supply of 
wholesome water. 
Irrigation Ordinance, No.32 of 1946 
The ordinance is administered by the Government Agent supervised by the Commissioner 
appointed under the Ordinance. This Ordinance also provides for the charging of irrigation 
rates; constitution of district agricultural committees & construction and maintenance of 
irrigation works. 
National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency Act No. 54 of 1981 
This Ac t established the National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency. 
For the purposes of carrying out research development and management activities on the 
subject of aquatic resources. 
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VII. FLORA 
Felling of Trees (control) Act No. 9 of 1951 
This Ac t provides the regulations of controlling the felling of trees. 
Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance No. 2 of 1937 
For the conservation of National Reserves and Sancturies and Marine Reserves; for the 
protection of national reserves and sanctuaries; for the protection of tuskers, elephants, 
buffaloes, deer and fowl outside national reserves and sanctuaries, protection of birds and 
reptiles protection of flora; for the issue of licence and permits, preperation of schedules 
containing lists of birds not protected, birds protected during open season, wild animals and 
reptiles absolutely protected trees and protected plants and the restriction of development 
activity - requirement to obtain approval (EIA requirement) under the National Environment 
Ac t . 
Plant Protection Ordinance - No. 10 of 1924 
The provisions of this Ordinance are administered by the Director of Agriculture. 
The Ac t provides against the introduction into Sri Lanka and against the spread of weeds, 
pests and diseases injurious to plants and for the sanitation of plants. 
Water Hyacinth Ordinance No. 4 of 1909 
The provision of this Ordinance prevents the introduction, and dissemination in Sri Lanka 
of the plant known as Water Hyacinth. Landowners are obliged to destroy the plant by fire. 
Officers of Customs Dept are empowered to destroy the plant on importation. 
Botanic Garden Ordinance No. 31 of 1928 
This Ordinance provides for the management, administration and control of botanic 
gardens. Botanic gardens includes the Botanic Gardens at Peradeniya, the Botanic gardens 
at Hakgala and Heneratgoda (Gampaha). The Director of Agriculture is the officer in charge 
of the administration of the Ordinance. 
Land Acquisition Act No. 9 of 1950 
This Ac t provides for the acquisition of lands and services for public purposes. Public 
purposes includes a purpose mentioned in this A c t or anything deemed to be a public 
purpose. 
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Mahaweli Development Board Act No. 14 of 1970 
This Ac t provides for the establishment and regulation of the Mahaweli Development Board 
with the general objects of exercising, discharging and performing certain powers, 
functions and duties within areas which are capable of development with the water 
resources of the Mahaweli River. 
Forests Ordinance, No. 16 of 1907 
The law relates, to forests and the felling and transport of timber, declaration of state 
lands as forests, protection of specified trees as reserved trees; declaration of village 
forests, control of timber and forest produce in transit, collection of drift/stranded timber, 
and the compounding of offences. 
VIII. FAUNA 
National Heritage Wilderness Areas Act No.3 of 1988 
A n Ac t which provides for the declaration of National Heritage Wilderness areas. The 
Conservator of Forests is in charge of the administration of the Ac t . 
IX PLACES OF NATURAL AND ARCHITECTURAL BEAUTY 
Antiquities Ordinance No. 9 of 1940 
This Ordinance makes provision for the better preservation of the Antiquities of Sri Lanka. 
Antiquities mean any ancient monument or objects which are believed to date prior to 2nd 
March 1815. The archaeological Commissioner is responsible for the administration of this 
Ordinance. 
X. MINERALS 
Radio Active Minerals Act, No.46 of1968 
The provisions of this Ac t are administered by the Secretary to the Minister of the Ministry 
in charge of the subject of radioactive minerals, through various public officers. 
This Ac t provides for the control of mining and treatment of radioactive minerals and 
substances. 
State Gem Corporation^ No.13 of1971 
The Ac t established the State Gem Corporation for the development regulation and control 
of the gem industry in Sri Lanka. 
31 
Mines and Minerals Law, No. 4 of 1973 
A law to provide for the absolute ownership of all minerals in the Republic; to regulate the 
mining, prospecting , collection, processing, sale and export of minerals & to provide for 
the health, safety and welfare of workers in mines. 
Salt Ordinance No. 6 of 1890 
This Ordinance regulates the manufacture, collection, removal and sale of salt. It also 
controls the revenue derived therefrom. The Salt Commissioner is appointed under this 
ordinance. 
XI MARINE ENIRONMENT 
Coast Conservation Act No. 57 of 1987 
A n A c t to provide for the preparation of the Coastal Zone Management Plan; to regulate 
development activities within the Coastal zone; for the issue of permits for prescribed 
development activities; requirement of environmental impact assessment relating to 
development activity; permits for the occupation of any part of the foreshore or bed or sea 
lying with the Coastal Zone. 
Maritime Zones Law No 22 of 1976 
The law to provide for the declaration of the Territorial Sea and maritime zones of Sri 
Lanka. The Territorial Sea, the Contiguous Zone, the exclusive economic zone and the 
continental shelf are declared under this law. The President may also proclaim a pollution 
prevention zone and declare the limits of the historic waters of Sri Lanka. 
Tourist Development Act No.14 of 1968 
This Ac t provides for the promotion of tourist development projects. Regulations may be 
made prescribing a Code for the promotion of safety and recreational value of public travel 
and of the preservation of natural and scenic beauty. 
Chunk Fisheries Act No. 8 of1953 
This Ac t regulates the removal of Shanks, beche-de-mer,coral and shells. The Director of 
Fisheries is responsible for the administration of this Ac t . 
Pearl Fisheries Ordinance No. 2 of 1925 
This Ac t consolidates the law relating to pearl fisheries in Sri Lanka. 
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Whaling Ordinance, No. 2 of 1936 
This Ordinance amends and consolidates the law relating to whaling operations in the 
coastal waters of Sri Lanka. Certain species of whales are protected and licences are 
necessary for any type of whaling. 
Fisheries Ordinance No. 24 of 1940 
This Ordinance consolidates the law relating to fisheries and to the protection of f ish in Sri 
Lanka,fisheries waters and also provides for the registration of local fishing boats,, and for 
the regulation of the fishing industry. The Director of Fisheries is appointed under this 
ordinance for the administration of the ordinance. There is also a fisheries Advisory Board. 
Regulation of Foreign Fishing Boats Act No. 59 of 1979 
This Ac t controls fishing by foreign boats in Sri Lanka waters. The Director/Fisheries is 
responsible for this Ac t . Sri Lanka waters means the territorial sea, the contiguous zone, 
the exclusive economic zone, the historic waters of Sri Lanka and all public rivers, lakes, 
lagoons and other public inland waters. 
XII ENERGY RESOURCES 
Ceylon Electricity Board Act No. 17 of 1969 
This Ac t established the Electricity Board for the generation and supply of electrical energy. 
Electricity Act, No. 19 of 1950 
This Ac t is specifically to regulate generation, transmission, transformation, 
distribution,supply; and use of electrical energy. 
Atomic Energy Authority Act No.19 of 1969 
The A c t provides for the establishment of an Atomic Energy Authority and an Adyjsory 
Committee to advise the Authority. The Authority has power to produce energy. However 
the Authority nor any other person is empowered to produce or develop any atomic 
weapons. 
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XIV HAZARDOUS AND SOLID WASTES 
Industrial Products Act No. 18 of 1949 
This A c t is for the facilitation of the sale of industrial products of Sri Lanka. 
The controller of industrial products is appointed under this Ac t . Article and commodities 
which are industrial products are declared by order by the Minister. 
Industrial Disputes Act No. 43 of1950 
The provisions in this A c t relate to the prevention, investigation and settlement of 
industrial disputes. The Commissioner of Labour is empowered to take necessary steps to 
permit a settlement by any dispute forwarded to him for any settlement. 
Industrial Promotion Act, No. 46 of 1990 
The objective of this Ac t is to provide for the creation of a sustainable environment for the 
promotion and development of industries in general and export industries in particular. The 
Ac t also provides for the establishment of an industrialization commission, an Advisory 
Council of industry and to set up regional industry service committees. 
XV AGROCHEMICAL, TOXIC AND HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS 
Control oj Pesticides Act No. 33 of1980 
This Act provides for the licensing of pesticides, regulation of the import, packing, labelling, 
storage and use of pesticides. The licensing authority for pesticides is the Registrar of 
Pesticides appointed under the Ac t . The Pesticides Formulary Committee advises the 
Registrar. 
Customs Ordinance No. 17 of 1869 
The general regulations of Customs in Sri Lanka are enshrined in this Ordinance. 
Fertilizers Act No. 21 of 1961 
This Ac t seeks to regulate the sale of fertilizers and to prevent adulteration there of. A 
Chemist of the Dept. of Agriculture is the Chief Fertilizer Analyst for the purpose of this 
Ac t . 
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Malathion Control Act, No.22 of 1985 
The sole authority for the import of Malathion(an insecticide) is the Director- General of 
Health Services. The Ac t authorizes the Director-General and persons authorized by him 
to possess, transport, sell and use the insecticide. 
Poisons, Opiums and Drugs Ordinance No. 17 of 1926 
The protection, ^preparation, registration and transhipment of Opium, Dangerous Drugs and 
Plants are dealt within this Ordinance. Schedules to the Ordinance contain lists of poisons, 
poisonous substances and poisons which may be sold only upon a prescription. 
XVI MAN-MADE ENVIRONMENT 
Housing and Town Improvement Ordinance No. 19 of 1915 
This Ordinance seeks to provide better housing for the people and for the improvement of 
towns. Provisions dealing with buildings, streets, improvement schemes, insanitary 
dwellings are also dealt with in the Ordinance. 
National Dangerous Drugs Control Board Act No. 11 of 1984 
The Ac t establishes the National Dangerous Drugs Control Board. The Board empowered 
to formulate a national policy relating to the provisions of abuse of dangerous drugs. 
Nuisance Ordinance No. 15 of 1862 
A n Ordinance which provides for the preservation of public health and the suppression of 
nuisances. This Ordinance provides that other Acts or omissions which are deemed to be 
nuisances in other laws can be prescribed under the Ordinance. A Complaint under this 
Ordinance must be made to the Magistrate within 3 months after the commission of the 
offence 
Wells and Pits Ordinance No. 27 of 1884 
This Ac t provides provision to prevent accidents due to wells and pits which are unfenced 
or unprotected. 
35 
XVIII SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 
Ombudsman Act, No.17 of 1981 
Parliamentary Commission for Administration Ac t , No.17 of 1981 . This Ac t establishes 
the office of the parliamentary commissioner for Administration, better known as 
Ombudsman in terms of articles 156 of the constitution of Sri Lanka. Article 156 makes 
it mandatory that the law provides for the establishment of the Office of Ombudsman who 
will be charged with the duty of investigating and reporting on complaints and allegations 
of the infringement of fundamental rights & other injustices by public officers, local 
authorities and officers of public corporations, etc 
Arbitration Ordinance, No. 15 of 1866 
The Ordinance describes when matters could be compulsorily referred to arbitration and 
the proceedings when matters are sent for arbitration. 
